
U.S. History 
Topic 4: Establishing the New Nation 

 

Key Terms 
 

1. republic -a government in which people elect their representatives 
2. unicameral legislature -a lawmaking body with only one house 
3. bicameral legislature -a lawmaking body with two houses, such as a Senate and a House of Representatives 
4. confederation -a league or alliance of states that agree to work together 
5. constitution -a body of fundamental principles or established precedents according to which a state or other 

organization is acknowledged to be governed 
6. Articles of Confederation -the original constitution, drafted by the Continental Congress in 1787, for the union 

of the states 
7. John Dickinson -representative from Pennsylvania who helped lead the Continental Congress to pass the Articles 

of Confederation in 1787 
8. federal -national 
9. Northwest Territory -first possession of the United States, comprising the region known as the Old Northwest, S 

and W of the Great Lakes, NW of the Ohio River, and E of the Mississippi River, including the present states of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois., Michigan, Wisconsin, and part of Minnesota 

10. Land Ordinance of 1785 -laws adopted by Congress to help manage the Northwest Territory 
11. Northwest Ordinance of 1787 -adopted July 13, 1787, by the Confederation Congress, chartered a government 

for the Northwest Territory, provided a method for admitting new states to the Union from the territory, and listed 
a bill of rights guaranteed in the territory 

12. Shay’s Rebellion -this conflict in Massachusetts caused many to criticize the Articles of Confederation and admit 
the weak central government was not working; uprising led by Daniel Shays in an effort to prevent courts from 
foreclosing on the farms of those who could not pay the taxes 

13. Alexander Hamilton -delegate from New York who disliked the idea of democracy and promoted a strong 
central government; major author of the Federalist Papers 

14. James Madison -a Virginia delegate considered the “Father of the Constitution” 
15. Virginia Plan (Large State Plan) -provided for a bicameral legislature with representation of each state based on 

its population or wealth 
16. New Jersey Plan (Small State Plan) -a plan introduced by William Paterson of New Jersey as an alternative to 

the Virginia Plan that gave Congress powers to regulate commerce and to tax but kept the chief principles of the 
Articles of Confederation 

17. compromise -an agreement or a settlement of a dispute that is reached by each side making concessions 
18. Great Compromise -an agreement reached during the Constitutional Convention of 1787 between delegates of 

the states with large and small populations that defined the structure of Congress and the number of 
representatives each state would have in Congress according to the United States Constitution 

19. federalism -a system of government that divided power between the federal and state governments  
20. Three-Fifths Compromise -established that a slave would be counted as three-fifths of a person, insofar as 

determining the total population of a state 
21. Federalists -supported federalism, wanted strong central government, supported the Constitution 
22. Antifederalists -wanted strong state government, worried the Constitution took away personal freedoms, wanted 

a Bill of Rights 
23. The Federalist -a series of 85 essays supporting the Constitution that came to be known as the Federalist Papers  
24. John Jay -believed in a strong central government and helped write the Federalist Papers 
25. Bill of Rights -the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution 
26. popular sovereignty -all government power comes from the people 
27. limited government -a system in which the Constitution specifically states what powers the government has 
28. separation of powers -the Constitution assigned specific powers to each of the 3 branches of the federal 

government (legislative, executive, and judicial)  
29. checks and balances -designed to prevent one branch of government from seizing too much power 
30. electoral college -The Electoral College consists of a total of 538 members, one for each U.S. senator and 

representative, and three additional electors representing the District of Columbia. Each state has a number of 
electoral votes equal to the combined total of its congressional delegation, and each state legislature is free to 
determine the method it will use to select its own electors. 

31. ratification -official approval 


