
Directions:Using the Timeline above and the knowledge you have about the Constitution answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. Name the five documents that influenced the writing of the Constitution.
2. What idea or philosophy did John Locke provide to the Framers of the Constitution?
3. What philosophy or idea did Baron de Montesquieu provide for the Framers of the Constitution? 
4. How many states were needed to pass the Articles of Confederation?
5. Why would Shay’s Rebellion be added to this timeline?
6. How long was it after the Revolutionary War had ended before delegates met at the Constitutional Convention? How long did it take them to write the Constitution?
7. Why did the Framers study ancient politics and the other documents listed on the timeline?
8. How many states were needed to ratify the Constitution?
9. What was the biggest fear of the Anti-Federalists about the Constitution?
10. When was a Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?

Bill of Rights
When the Constitution left Philadelphia the country was almost evenly split between those favoring the strong central government (Federalists) and 
those for a weaker central government (anti-Federalists). One of the biggest concerns of the anti-Federalists was the Constitution lacked a Bill of 
Rights.

For the new government nothing was more important than delivering a set of amendments to the Constitution that they had promised. These were 
demanded during ratification by those (Anti-Federalists) who feared the states would be destroyed by the new central government. James Madison 
prepared the amendments and on September 25, 1789 a list of twelve was submitted by the Congress. Ten of the twelve amendments were finally 
ratified and added to the Constitution on December 15, 1791 and became known as the Bill of Rights. The purpose of these amendments was to 
guarantee freedoms not specifically named in the original Constitution. The Bill of Rights was influenced by the Virginia Declaration of Rights 
written by George Mason, the English Bill of Rights, and earlier English documents like the Magna Carta. All of these documents provided certain 
freedoms and rights that most individuals were guaranteed (I say most because women and slaves were still not granted many of these rights).

The following are the first ten amendments to the Constitution:

First Amendment-Guarantees separation of church and state and freedom to worship, freedom of speech and the press, the right to assemble and 
petition for changes.
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Second Amendment-The right to keep and bear arms.

Third Amendment-Soldiers cannot be housed in private homes without the consent 
of the owner. (What do you think this was a reaction to?)

Fourth Amendment- The right to be free from “unreasonable search and seizure.” 

Fifth Amendment- Provisions concerning prosecution and due process of law, 
including the requirement of a grand jury indictment, double jeopardy restriction-a 
person cannot be tried for the same crime twice-and the protection from testifying 
against oneself.

Sixth Amendment-Guarantees the right to a speedy, public trial in the district where the crime has been 
committed, as well as other protections for the accused.

Seventh Amendment-Guarantees trial by jury

Eighth Amendment- Prohibits excessive bails or fines and “cruel and unusual punishment”

Ninth Amendment- Based on the idea that all human beings have certain fundamental rights, this amendment 
covers basic rights not specifically set forth in the Constitution

Tenth Amendment- Guarantees that any powers not specifically delegated to the federal government or denied to the states in the Constitution 
rest with the states or the people.

From the beginning critics have said the Constitution and the Bill of Rights were selectively enforced and often ignored, as in the case of the Alien & 
Sedition Acts of John Adams administration (1798). On the other hand without these rights along with the other compromises made at the 
Constitutional Convention (Great Compromise, Three-Fifths Compromise) the states would have remained economically weak 
and divided making them easy targets for invasions from foreign countries.

E Pluribus Unum

E pluribus unum is the Latin motto on the face of the Great Seal of the United States and the phrase means 
“out of many, one.” It refers to the creation of one nation, the United States, out of thirteen colonies. Benjamin  
Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson suggested the motto in 1776. Since 1783 the law requires that 
this motto appear on one side of every United States coin that is minted.

The Great Seal of the United States is the symbol of the sovereignty of the United States, adopted on June 20, 
1782. European countries had used seals like this for years, and the new nation signified its equal rank by 
adopting its own seal. The American eagle with a shield on its breast symbolizes self-reliance. The shields 
thirteen vertical stripes came from the flag of 1777. The eagle holds an olive branch of thirteen leaves and 
thirteen olives in its right talon, and thirteen arrows in its left, symbolizing the desire for peace but the ability to 
wage war. In its beak is a scroll inscribed e pluribus unum. Above its head is the thirteen star “new constellation” 
of the 1777 flag, enclosed in golden radiance, breaking through a cloud.  


