
George Washington, The Nation’s First President 
 
On April 30, 1789 Washington took the ________________ of office as the first president of the United States under 
the federal Constitution (there had been several presidents under the Articles of Confederation). 
 
In ____________ every elector voted for George Washington. He was the only president in American history to be 
elected _______________________. (Although only 10 states actually voted. Election problems kept New York from 
casting its ballot and two others had not ratified the Constitution yet.) What two were they? 
 
1. 
2. 
 
When it came time for the president-elect to ride from his ________________ home in ________________ 
________________ to his _________________ in New York City, crowds of enthusiastic Americans met and 
cheered him all along the way. Why do you think the people were so supportive of George Washington as 
president? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The newly created job of presidents made many Americans fearful. What do you think they were afraid of? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Washington knew that everything he did was being ________________. He said “No _______ will pass unnoticed.” 
He was aware of the difficulties he faced, and he knew that the ________________, or traditions, he established 
would shape the future of the United States. Washington was apprehensive about his job as president he wrote 
“my movement to the chair of government will be accompanied with feelings not unlike those of a culprit who 
going to the place of his execution. I greatly fear my countrymen will expect too much of me.” 
 
What is one precedent he established about the way people should address him?____________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What did John Adams think the people should call him? ________________________________________________ 
 

Washington and the new Congress had many decisions to make about the structure of the government. During 
the summer of 1789 Congress set up three departments in the executive branch of government. List and describe 
each one as well as write the name of the head of each department. 
 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

 
 

He also appointed an ________________ general, ________________ Randolph, who would handle the 
government’s ________________ affairs. This group of men became known as his cabinet.  
 
Define cabinet-____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 



Judiciary Act 
The first Congress also had to decide how to set up the nation’s ________________ system. The Constitution briefly 
mentioned a supreme court but had left further details about the courts to Congress. Disagreements arose between 
those favoring a uniform, national legal system and those favoring state courts. The two groups reached a 
________________ in the ________________ Act of 1789. With this act, Congress established a federal court system 
with 13 ________________ courts and three ________________ courts to serve the nation. State laws would remain, 
but the ________________ courts would have the power to ________________ state decisions.  
 
The ________________ ________________ would be the final authority on many issues. Washington nominated 
________________ ________________ to lead the Supreme Court, as ________________ ________________, and the 
Senate approved Jay’s nomination (this is an example of checks and balances). With the Judiciary Act, Congress 
had taken the first steps toward creating a ________________ and ________________ national judiciary. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Alexander Hamilton and U.S. Financial Policy 
 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Washington’s Precedents 
 

1. Washington created the  ________________________________. 
2. Washington signed the __________________________________ of 1789. 
3. Washington supported _______________________________ economic plan. 
4. Washington showed the power of the federal government during the 

_____________________________. 
5. Washington’s _____________________________________ set the precedent that the US would 

stay out of foreign conflicts. 
6. ______________________________ set the precedent for expansion through agreements with 

European countries                                     that owned parts of North America. 
7. ________________________________set the precedent that the US would take Native American 

land by whatever means necessary. 
8. Washington’s Farewell Address encouraged the precedent of staying out of 

“______________________________________” and only serving _____________ terms. 
 

 


