
U.S. History 
Topic 5: The Early Republic 

 

Key Terms 
 

1. administration -the officials in the executive branch of government 
2. John Adams -Vice President for George Washington 
3. precedent -acts or statements that become traditions to be followed 
4. Cabinet -group of federal leaders who head the major departments of the executive branch and advise the 

President 
5. State Department -conducted foreign policy, originally led by Thomas Jefferson 
6. Department of War -supervised national defense, originally led by Henry Knox 
7. Secretary of the Treasury -managed the nation’s finances, originally led by Alexander Hamilton 
8. Attorney General -supervised the court system, originally led by Edmund Randolph 
9. tariffs -taxes on imported goods 
10. Whiskey Rebellion -in 1794, farmers in western Pennsylvania refused to pay tax on the whiskey they produced 
11. political parties -groups of people who seek to win elections and hold political office in order to shape 

government policies 
12. French Revolution -uprising in France in 1789 in which the king and his family were executed  
13. John Jay -the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
14. XYZ Affair -in 1796, France started seizing American merchant ships; when President Adams sent 

representatives there to negotiate peace, 3 French officials (known by code names, X, Y, and Z) demaded 
humiliating terms and asked for $250,000 in bribes  

15. Alien and Sedition Acts -the Alien Act allowed the President to arrest and deport non-citizens who criticized the 
government and the Sedition Act made it a crime for citizens to publicly criticize the federal government 

16. Aaron Burr -Jefferson’s Vice President who killed Hamilton in a duel in 1804 
17. bureaucracy -the departments and workers that make up the government 
18. John Marshall -appointed by Thomas Jefferson as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court  
19. judicial review -the power to review the acts of Congress and of the President to determine if they were 

constitutional 
20. Louisiana Purchase -in 1803, President Jefferson obtained a vast territory extending from the Mississippi River 

to the Rocky Mountains 
21. Lewis and Clark Expedition -Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were sent by Jefferson in 1804 to explore 

the new territory obtained in the Louisiana Purchase 
22. impressment -British practice of taking American sailors from their ships and forcing them to serve in the British 

navy 
23. embargo -a suspension of trade between nations 
24. Tecumseh -a Shawnee Indian warrior who led armed resistance against American westward expansion 
25. Battle of Tippecanoe -Indiana Governor William Henry Harrison led American troops to a victory here over the 

Shawnee Indians 
26. War Hawks -American leaders who pushed for another war against Britain to regain national honor 
27. War of 1812 -America battled Britain once again 
28. Andrew Jackson -American military hero who later became President 
29. Francis Scott Key -wrote the national anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” while watching the American forces 

defeat Britain at Fort McHenry 
30. Battle of New Orleans -Americans soundly defeated the British here on January of 1815 in the War of 1812 
31. turnpike -roads for which users had to pay a toll 
32. Industrial Revolution -technological developments in the early 1800s that transformed manufacturing  
33. Samuel Slater -a British immigrant who built the nation’s first water-powered textile mill in Rhode Island  
34. Eli Whitney -inventor who developed the cotton gin 
35. Samuel F.B. Morse -invented the electric telegraph and a special code to communicate that became known as 

Morse code 
36. labor union -groups of workers who unite to seek better pay and better working conditions 
37. Monroe Doctrine - On December 2, 1823, President James Monroe used his annual message to Congress for a 

bold assertion: ‘The American continents … are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future 
colonization by any European powers.’  

38. Missouri Compromise -sectioned the U.S. into free states and slave states 
39. Trail of Tears -U.S. soldiers forced 16,000 Cherokee Indians from the Southeast to Oklahoma, and over 4,000 of 

them died along the way. 


