
Thomas Jefferson -The 3rd President 
 

Key Terms 
1. Democratic – ensuring that all people have the same rights. 
2. Laissez faire – the idea that government should play as small a role as possible in economic affairs 
3. Judicial review – the power of the Supreme Court to decide whether acts of a President or laws 

passed by Congress are constitutional. 
4. Meriwether Lewis -Jefferson’s personal secretary who led the military expedition to explore the 

Louisiana Territory. 
5. William Clark -chosen by Lewis to help c0-lead the exploration of the Louisiana Territory 
6. Sacagawea -French trader Charbonneau’s Indian wife who served as an interpreter and guide for 

Lewis and Clark 
7. Zebulon Pike -explored Colorado area and also areas that became Texas and Mexico 

 
I. Background 

A. Designed his own home, ___________________ 
B. Inventor, philosopher, scientist 

 
II. Political Beliefs 

A. The government which governs __________________, governs best. 
B. Strongly favored _______________ Rights as opposed to a strong national government 
C. Believed in a strict construction, or _______________ interpretation, of the U.S. Constitution 
D. Wanted to end all _________________ of any kind paid by U.S. citizens 

 
III. Accomplishments Prior To Becoming President 

A. Wrote the first draft of the _______________________ 
B. Wrote the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom 
C. Created the University of ____________________ 
D. Served as an ambassador to Europe from the United States   

 
IV. The Election of 1800 

A. Democratic-Republican Candidates: Thomas Jefferson and _____________________ 
B. Federalist Candidates: _________________________ and Charles C. Pinckney 
C. Adams would have won re-election, perhaps easily, had Alexander Hamilton not split the Federalist 

Party  
D. Instead, the Democratic-Republicans won the election 

1. Both winning candidates, Jefferson and Burr, received 73 electoral votes 
2. Election was settled the House of Representatives 
3. Hamilton swings the election to Jefferson and angers Burr 

E. The 12th Amendment modified the Constitution so that the President and the Vice-President are 
elected using separate ballots. 

F. Changing Presidents 
1. Jefferson was a _____________________-.  He rejected most federalist ideas and turned the 

nation in a new direction. 
2. Many of the remaining ________________________ feared that Jefferson would try to punish 

them for the ______________ and _______________ acts.  Jefferson promised that he would not.  
He wanted all the political bickering to stop. 

 
V. Issues with the Courts 

A. ________________________________:  Does William Marbury, one of John Adams’ last minute 
“midnight judges,” receive his commission to be judge or not? 

B. Jefferson had James Madison refuse to give the commission to Marbury 
C. Issue went before the Supreme Court 
D. Ruling became a _____________________________—an example for future court cases 
E. Judicial Review means that the Court may decide if a law is __________________________ or not. 

 



VI. The Louisiana Purchase 
A. By 1800, the western boundary of the U.S. was the Mississippi. 
B. The Louisiana Territory, that is all lands 

west of the Mississippi River which drained 
into the river, was originally controlled by 
____________________. 

C. As part of losing the French-Indian War, 
France ________________, or gave, the 
Louisiana Territory to ________________.  

D. Jefferson realized the problems involved 
with France owning the Louisiana 
Territory. 

E. Jefferson sends Robert Livingston and 
James Monroe to buy New Orleans and 
West Florida for $2 million from France. 

F. Despite being more money and more land 
than expected, both Livingston and 
Monroe quickly agree to the deal. 

 
VII. Lewis and Clark 

A. For a variety of reasons, Jefferson decides to send a military expedition to explore the Louisiana 
Territory. 

B. Jefferson’s personal secretary, Captain Meriwether _________________, is placed in charge of the 
expedition.  The men on this expediton are called the Corps of Discovery. 

C. Lewis was to explore the territory, map it, find a water route to the ___________________, make 
friends with the Native Americans, and drive out all French and/or British traders if possible. 

D. Lewis selects Lt. William _________________ as a co-commander.   
 

VIII. Zebulon Pike 
A. Zebulon Pike also explores the western territory.  
B. Pike reaches the Colorado area and finds the mountain which now bears his name:  Pike’s Peak. 
C. Pike then moves south into the Spanish territories which eventually become __________ and ______. 

 
IX. Jefferson’s Reelection 

A. By 1804, Jefferson was an unquestioned success as a President.  He was easily reelected. 
B. Burr decided to run for governor of New York.  Hamilton criticized Burr; Burr challenged Hamilton 

to a _________________; Burr shoots and kills Hamilton.  Burr’s term as Vice President was not 
quite over at the time of the duel.  

 
X. Jefferson’s 2nd Term 

A. Pirates from the ________________ States in the 
Mediterranean Sea demand tribute from U.S. trade 
ships. 

B. Jefferson refuses to pay the tribute. 
C. The Barbary pirates from ___________________ 

declare war on the U.S. 
D. Jefferson does not want to fight; instead, he orders 

a blockade of the port of Tripoli.  
 

XI. Jefferson After the Presidency 
A. _________________________, the author of the 

Constitution, a Democratic-Republican, and 
Jefferson’s hand-picked successor becomes the 
next President. 

B. Madison leads the country during the 
__________________________. 


