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Key Terms 

 
1. Virginia Dynasty -Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809), James Madison (1809-1817), James Monroe (1817-

1825); all presidents from Virginia. 
2. Era of Good Feelings -A political era when the Federalist party faded away and there were almost no 

divisions; James Monroe was President. Name coined from a Boston newspaper. 
3. James Monroe -He was the fifth President of the United States who was is the author of the Monroe 

Doctrine which proclaimed that the Americas should be closed to future European colonization and free 
from European interference in sovereign countries' affairs. It further stated the United States' intention to 
stay neutral in European wars. 

4. Nationalism -the policy or doctrine of asserting the interests of one's own nation, viewed as separate from 
the interests of other nations or the common interests of all nations. 

5. John Marshall -A public official of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. He served as chief 
justice of the Supreme Court from 1801 to 1835. His interpretations of the Constitution in cases such as 
Marbury versus Madison served to strengthen the power of the Court and the power of the federal 
government generally. 

6. Panic of 1819 -the first major financial crisis in the United States, which occurred during the end of the 
Era of Good Feelings. 

7. Monroe Doctrine -The policy, as stated by President Monroe in 1823, that the U.S. opposed further 
European colonization of and interference with independent nations in the Western Hemisphere. 

8. Noncolonization -was a principle of the Monroe Doctrine proclaimed by United States president James 
Monroe in 1823. It stated that the Americas should undergo no further colonization by European powers. 

9. Isolation -The policy or doctrine of isolating one's country from the affairs of other nations by declining 
to enter into alliances, foreign economic commitments, international agreements, etc., seeking to devote 
the entire efforts of one's country to its own advancement and remain at peace by avoiding foreign 
entanglements and responsibilities. 

10. Protective Tariff -a tariff levied on imports to protect the domestic economy rather than to raise revenue 
11. Second Bank of the US -This institution was chartered in 1816 under President Madison and became a 

depository for federal funds and a creditor for (loaning money to) state banks. It became unpopular after 
being blamed for the panic of 1819, and suspicion of corruption and mismanagement haunted it until its 
charter expired in 1836.  

12. Daniel D. Tompkins -Vice President for Monroe 
13. Sectionalism -excessive or narrow-minded concern for local or regional interests as opposed to the 

interests of the whole 
14. John Quincy Adams -Secretary of State, He served as sixth president after Monroe. In 1819, he drew up 

the Adams-Onis Treaty in which Spain gave the United States Florida in exchange for the United States 
dropping its claims to Texas. The Monroe Doctrine was mostly Adams' work. 

15. Henry Clay -Influential Whig senator from Kentucky who supported the 1816 Second National Bank, 
helped pass the Missouri Compromise through the House of Representatives in 1820, and was a candidate 
in the 1824 election in which he supported the American System. 

16. American System -Economic program advanced by Henry Clay that included support for a national bank, 
high tariffs, and internal improvements; emphasized strong role for federal government in the economy. 

17. Missouri Compromise -The issue was that Missouri wanted to join the Union as a slave state, therefore 
unbalancing the Union so there would be more slave states then free states. The compromise set it up so 
that Maine joined as a free state and Missouri joined as a slave state. Congress also made a line across the 
southern border of Missouri saying except for the state of Missouri, all states north of that line must be 
free states or states without slavery. 
 


